ENGLISH FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE
GRADE 8

PAPER 2

TIME: 1 Hour

MARKS: 40



INSTRUCTIONS

· Answer all the questions.
· Leave a line open between answers.
· Begin each section on a new page.
· Draw a margin on the right hand side of the page.
· Write neatly.
· Staple the answers to the front of your question paper when you have finished.
SECTION A – POEMS
Read the following poem and answer the questions

A wish for my children

1. On this doorstep I stand

2. year after year

3. to watch you going

4. and think: may you not

5. skin your knees. May you

6. not catch your fingers

7. in car doors. May

8. your heart not break.

9.
May tide and weather

10.
wait for your coming

11. and may you grow strong

12. to break

13. all webs of my weaving

1.1 Where is this doorstep?

(1)

1.2
Who is the “I” in this poem?

(1)

1.3
Who is the “you” in the poem?

(1)

1.4
What does the poet wish for when saying “may your heart not break”?

(2)

1.5
What does the poet wish for when saying “may you not skin your knees”?

(2)

1.6
Why is the following wish unrealisting: “May tide and weather wait for your coming”?

(2)

1.7
What does the poet compare him-/herself with?

(1)

Read the following poem and answer the questions that follow:

Snake by Ian Mudie

Suddenly the grass before my feet



shakes and becomes alive

The snake

twists, almost lepas,

graceful even in terror,

smoothness looping over smoothness

monster person

slithers away, disappears.

· And surely, by whatever means of communication

is available to snakes,

the word is passed:

Hey, I just met a man, a monster, too;

Must have been, oh, seven feet tall.

So keep away from the long grass,

it’s dangerous there.

1.8 What effect does the poet get by repeating the s-sound?

(2)

1.9
What does the snake say to the other snakes about the man in the poem?

(1)

1.10
What is it called in poetry when you repeat the s-sound like in this poem?

(1)

1.11
What is this poem about?
(1)

HAIKU

1.12 Write your own haiku.

(5)
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SECTION B – SHORT STORIES

Read the following extract from A tent in the snow and answer the questions that follow:

He and four of his best men were on the last lap of this long and difficult expedition. A fortnight ago they had laid the last store, or depot, of food and oil for the return journey and said goodbye to their companions. They were now on their own – the only living creatures in this vast landscape of snow and ice and distant snow-covered mountains.

They were hoping to be the first men ever to reach the south pole. But as they drew near their goal, they noticed a black speck ahead of them in the distance. It was a flag!

A party of Norwegian explorers had suddenly decided to try and get to the south pole before the Englishmen. They had, in fact, reached the spot a month earlier by a different route, and had set up their flag there before returning.

The five Englishmen were naturally disappointed, even though they had not been making a race of it. But there were more important things to think about than disappointment. Behind them lay those nine hundred miles of icy wasteland. And they would have to haul the sledge back every inch of the way.

“Time to get moving,” said Scott, and they started off from the flag on the long trek back to the base camp.

They had to be careful to follow the tracks their sledges had made in the snow on the way out. If they missed one of the depots, they would have enough food to keep them going, for the depots were seventy or eighty miles apar.

It was hard going indeed. Now and then they lost track for a while and had to waste precious time searching for it.

2.1 Who is the Norwegian explorer who found the south pole?

(1)

2.2
What is a depot?

(1)

2.3
What do they keep in the depots?

(2)

2.4
What was strange when they opened their depots again?

(1)

2.5
Why did they have to follow the tracks their sledges had made carefully?
(2)

2.6
What accident happened to Petty Officer Edgar Evans?

(1)

2.7
From what did all the men suffer?

(1)

2.8
How did Captain Oates die?

(2)

2.9
Who are the three remaining men who died in their tent?

(3)

2.10
What prevented them from leaving their tent?

(2)

2.11
What did Captain Scott write in his dairy?

(2)

2.12 
Name two people Scott left letters for?

(2)
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